
SOFTWARE-DEFINED STORAGE

Renovate Your IT Infrastructure to Increase
Capacity and Reduce Storage Costs

Why consider software-de�ned storage (SDS)?

Traditional data storage cannot overcome today’s 
challenges of scale, integration and �exibility.

Simply adding storage capacity drives up costs for 
both storage and management. Manually managing 
across heterogeneous storage systems, silos and 
clouds increases administrative overhead.

Cloud environments and analytics, mobile and social 
applications require ef�cient, scalable solutions that 
deliver more value from data.

To address these challenges, software-de�ned storage 
separates the software that provides the intelligence 
for storage from the traditional hardware platform.
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Why are 60% of �rms already committed to an 
SDS approach?

• Increased �exibility - You can use a mix of  
  heterogeneous hardware to meet changing demands.

• Automated management - Policy-driven control  
  helps put data in the right place at the right time at the  
  right cost, automatically.

• Cost ef�ciency - Using standards-based hardware,  
  you can lower both acquisition costs and total cost of  
  ownership

• Unlimited scalability - You can scale out your  
  storage infrastructure and still manage it as a single  
  enterprise-class system.

• Enhanced agility - You can rapidly update your  
  storage infrastructure to keep pace with business  
  demands.
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The bene�ts of SDS, such as elasticity and the potential to economically map desired storage 
functionality to speci�c workloads dynamically (on-premises or in a public/private cloud), are high on IT 
managers’ storage wish lists. Other notable potential bene�ts of SDS can include the following. They are 
all aspects for potential SDS purchasers to consider, understand, and put on their decision-criteria list: 

• Centralized, easier control: This is the result of one system, with a consistent interface, to manage  
   more— or all—storage. The key characteristics of a well-implemented software-de�ned infrastructure  
   (especially �exibility and ease of change) make SDS an ideal foundational element of a private cloud.

• Scale: While basically all solutions can grow, advanced SDS offerings such as IBM’s Spectrum Scale  
   can put that ability on “IT steroids”—making them not only large and scalable, but also geo-dispersed  
   and integratable into cloud environments. 

• Heterogeneity: Many SDS tools will manage a heterogeneous environment, thus removing the  
  constraints of such elements as data locations, data types, applications, or storage types.

• Economy: SDS software can reduce costs. Each time an organization buys traditional storage, it pays  
  for both the hardware and the associated proprietary management software. By making a single,  
  logical software investment to manage all storage hardware, an organization can reduce both its OpEx  
  and CapEx.

The IBM Spectrum Storage family offers scale-out 
block and �le storage, storage virtualization, data 
protection, archiving, and storage management and 
automation.

Unlike some SDS solutions, IBM Spectrum Storage is 
based on proven technologies—integrated with a 
common interface—to help you simplify your storage 
infrastructure, cut costs, and start gaining more 
business value from your data. According to IDC data, 
IBM enjoys a top share position in the software-de�ned 
storage-controller software market.

IBM’s experience in storage technologies is enabling it 
to build SDS solutions that meet today’s requirements 
for �exibility, cloud readiness, analytics, content 
management, and database management. 

GET A COMPREHENSIVE FAMILY
OF SDS OFFERINGS

ABOUT CIBER
At Ciber, we provide digital transformation 
services that will empower your people and 
drive your business forward. Our team of 
top-tier technologist’s have decades of 
expertise in IBM systems, with a wide range of 
skills to mitigate risk, ensure peace of mind. 
Contact us today for a comprehensive 
consultation to help identify any potential 
issues you may be experiencing or before 
they start to affect your environment.

SDS IS DESIRABLE … AND DESIRED DESIRABLE


